
 
 
NSW Fair Trading Document Release 
 
On the 4th of April 2013, we applied to NSW Fair Trading for “all 
correspondence between the Australian Vaccination Network, Inc. and NSW 
Fair Trading, from 11:52am on 20th October, 2011 to the 4th of April”, less 
documents related to the previous GIPA (Government Information Public 
Access) request. This release thus follows on from the previous release of 
correspondence between the AVN and NSW Fair Trading relating to the 
AVN’s financial affairs, covering the period from the 2nd of August 2011 to 
11:51am on the 20th of October, 2011, available from  
http://www.scribd.com/doc/133182859/AVN-Docs-GIPA-Releases 
 
The release of this current set of documents was not opposed by the AVN this 
time in that the AVN did not write back to NSW Fair Trading by the required 
deadline. We thus have all of the documents, as listed in the below schedule 
of documents, with only private mobile numbers and Greg Beattie’s private 
email address, none of which we sought, redacted. A small note on page 
numbering: the documents were given to us in reverse chronological order, 
and numbered accordingly. In rearranging them we have put them in forward 
chronological order, grouped as per the schedule, thus the sequence of page 
numbers (referred to as GIPA page numbers, as given on the top right of the 
pages) sometimes appears in reverse where grouped together. Where a page 
is missing this is only due to the fact it contained only a fax transmission 
record or registered post receipt and no other material.  
 
A summary of the financial details obtained in this release, and prior 
documents obtained by Stop the AVN, can be found on this web page: 
http://www.dilutedthinking.com/avn_finstat.php 
 
The following documents set out: 

1. Correspondence relating to NSW Fair Trading order for the AVN to 
change its name to stop hiding its anti-vaccination stance. The AVN 
has trouble understanding the simple requirement by law to have a 
name that reflects it’s anti-vaccination stance, and has trouble coming 
up with suggestions.  

2. Matters relating to AVN committee members. This has been released 
to the media only, so they’re aware of any potential conflicts of interest. 
The list of members’ names, with other details as required by law 
missing, was only provided to NSW Fair Trading after years of delay. 



3. Excessive or unreasonable charges listed on the AVN accounts, in 
particular excessively high claims for web hosting, computer, bank fees 
and electricity. This raises questions as to whether the charges are for 
separate supplies or are part of the Doreys’ household or farm 
expenses. 

4. Ambiguity around the breakdown of member vs. non-member sales. 
Given Dorey has access to data we don't, we see no reason why 
Dorey could not have provided NSW Fair Trading with a close 'clear-
cut' picture. Her tautological explanation that some members are also 
subscribers and some subscribers are also members, is false. That 
situation only applied for a period of weeks at the very beginning of 
2010.  

5. Matters related to the appropriate display of the AVN’s name, where 
they were not complying with the law regarding listing the name with 
the word “Incorporated”. 

6. Claims that the AVN wasn’t receiving advertising, when in fact they 
were. 

 
The AVN has repeatedly delayed in responding to NSW Fair Trading claiming 
as excuses: 

• Damage from a cyclone (GIPA page 136), actually an ex-tropical 
cyclone by the time it reached the AVN’s office, and 

• Serious illness (GIPA page 105) “since late August 2012” until at least 
the date of said correspondence (8th of January, 2013), however whilst 
this presented Meryl with problems with lodging financial details, it 
does not seem to have prevented her from blogging, emails, and 
making Facebook posts during that period. She also advertised a 
seminar in Canberra during that same period: 
http://avn.org.au/2012/10/savn-attacks-avns-up-coming-canberra-
seminar/  

• Harassment from Stop the AVN, referencing biased publications by 
AVN member Prof. Brian Martin (University of Wollongong), including 
as “harassment” our simple and repeated requests that the AVN follow 
the law as it applies to other incorporated associations, and including 
as “attacks” simple requests from Stop the AVN for the AVN to provide 
evidence. 

 
1. Name change correspondence. 
The release contains a number of documents related to the order by NSW 
Fair Trading for the AVN to stop misleading the public about its anti-
vaccination stance using it’s deliberately ambiguous name. We agree with the 
decision from the NSW Fair Trading’s Principal Solicitor (refer GIPA pages 
174-175) is worth repeating in full:  
 

All in all, the available information shows, in my opinion, that the AVN 
is mostly concerned with opposing vaccination and mandatory 
immunisation. When issues have two sides, it takes just one of them.  
 
One would expect that an organisation with the name 'Australian 
Vaccination Network' would provide comprehensive and credible 



information on vaccinations in Australia, and a balanced view on what 
is involved in the processes and benefits and risks involved, as well 
perhaps on where and how such treatment can be obtained. The AVN 
does not do this. Its views are anti-vaccination, and it advises against 
being vaccinated or taking part in immunisation programs. Complaints 
received by NSW Fair Trading support this view of the AVN. Parents of 
young children may be particularly interested in learning about issues 
concerning vaccination and may easily come across the name 
Australian Vaccination Network in an Internet search, only to find its 
issue is opposing vaccination. The name does not suggest that it is 
anti-vaccination. 
 
The issue here is not with the nature, objects or functions of the AVN or 
what it espouses, but rather with its name. It can adopt another that is 
not unacceptable. Free speech is not the issue. 
 
I find: 
The Australian Vaccination Network Inc's message is anti-vaccination. 
Its name does not reflect that message or its true nature, objects or 

functions. 
Its name is likely to mislead the public 
 
As such, the name is unacceptable for registration as a name under 
the Associations Incorporation Act 2009. 
 
The decision under review is therefore affirmed. 

 
Prior to this decision, the AVN have previously asked (GIPA page 110) for 
NSW Fair Trading to clarify further (as if it wasn’t obvious): 
  

1. In precise terms, what is wrong with our current name? In which 
way does it not conform to the legislation? 

2. Examples of names with MINIMAL change from our current name, 
but which would conform. 

and “(the committee) don’t understand the problem ourselves” (GIPA page 
111).  
Later (GIPA page 162), Greg again asks NSW Fair Trading for: 

…guidance regarding the change to our name. Specifically, I requested 
your suggestion as to minimal changes we could make to our current 
name, which would result in a name you deem acceptable. 

 
We at Stop the AVN would humbly suggest “Anti-vaccination network”. 
 
Of course, NSW Fair Trading’s reply (GIPA page 163) is that: 

Fair Trading is not able to provide legal advice or any other advice to 
the Association. This includes suggestion as to alternative names for 
the Australian Vaccination Network Inc. or any other association. 

 
In short, the AVN committee need to use their brains and do their own 
homework. 



 
We await the decision by the NSW Administrative Decisions Tribunal on this 
matter as listed for the 13th and 14th of June, 2013. 
 
2. Matters relating to AVN committee members 
Refer to GIPA page 85. NSW Fair Trading has requested the AVN provide a 
list of committee members for NSW Fair Trading’s register, along with other 
required details (GIPA page 83), which should have been provided years 
before the final list of committee members was provided, missing details such 
as date of birth and addresses of members (which we point out we didn’t and 
wouldn’t request), and positions held by members. The list of committee 
members as at the 28th of February, 2013 (GIPA page 184) is: 
Greg Beattie 
xxxxxxxxxx xxxxx 
Meryl Dorey 
xxx xxxxx 
xxxx xxxxxxxx 
xxxxxxxx xxxxxxxx 
[names redacted in this non-media release version] 
 
We feel that it is important that this list of names is made public to the media, 
but not SAVN, as it makes the media aware of the previously undisclosed 
relations of all but Meryl and Greg to the AVN.  
 
The AVN opposed the release on the grounds of harassment as previously 
discussed, as well as their confusion that this was part of the name change 
matter before the ADT (GIPA page 150). 
 
3. Excessive/unreasonable charges 
Many of the charges seem excessive, and some are possibly also covering 
Meryl’s personal expenses. 
Web site hosting fees 
Our analysis of charges for web site and domain name hosting across all of 
the AVN’s sites ( http://avn.org.au/ , separately the shop 
http://shop.avn.org.au/ and blogs http://australiansceptics.com/ and ) has 
produced an upper bound on hosting and e-commerce site costs of $1,915.00 
for 2011, against claims of $4,299.00, a gap of $2,384.00 (details available at 
https://www.dropbox.com/s/wba5rvuo5xg8j4w/AVN%20website%20expenses
%20estimates.xls in addition to the above mentioned page of financial 
listings).  
An analysis of the web site layout across 2011, from this: 
http://web.archive.org/web/20110217035144/http://avn.org.au/ 
to this: 
http://web.archive.org/web/20111210092838/http://avn.org.au/ 
and similarly for the shop 
http://web.archive.org/web/20110302075301/http://shop.avn.org.au/ 
and 
http://web.archive.org/web/20111210010111/http://shop.avn.org.au/ , 
does not show any web site design changes that would have required any 
web site re-design (and hence) expenses for 2011 that may have explained 



the difference. The blogs were not live until 2012, and at any rate seem to be 
hosted for free. 
Other expenses 
Other expenses like computer leasing, phone, and banking fees seem 
unusually high. 
Repairs and maintenance 
Meryl has claimed expenses for repairs and maintenance on the 2011 
financial statement. If these expenses relate to structure or permanent fittings, 
they may more appropriately fall on the building owner i.e. the Doreys. This is 
a matter that should be investigated further by NSW Fair Trading. 
Gas and electricity 
Similarly, the charges for electricity and gas also appear high. This raises 
questions as to whether the charges are for separately-metered supplies or 
are part of the Doreys’ household or farm expenses. 
 
4. NSW Fair Trading request breakdown of member vs. non-member 
sales 
Refer page GIPA pages 34, 37, 65, 70-71. 
Dorey: "Despite the fact that between October 2010 and April 2012, we were 
not required to separate donations and memberships made by members of 
the AVN with subscriptions from non-members ..." 
"Just to clarify, we do have separate items in our accounting package for 
subscriptions and memberships but there are some members who also 
subscribe to the magazine or who subscribe to the magazine in addition to 
their membership so that distinction - until the 18th of April this year - would 
not give you the clear-cut data you are looking for." 
Sale of Magazines 
As of Feb 2010, ALL new memberships AND membership renewals 
automatically included a magazine subscription. 
The accounting package can differentiate between subscriptions and 
memberships. Simply subtract number of members from total subscriptions 
and you obtain number of non-member subscribers. 
This calculation is totally accurate for all new and renewing memberships from 
Feb 2010 until April 2012. Trivial matter to also determine the numbers of 
member only (no subscription) members between 1 Jan 2010 and Feb as 
those dates must be in the system to determine when renewals are due, or 
simply, the date the transaction took place. 
We could try to calculate the breakdown of 2010 revenue ourselves given we 
have membership number and magazine revenue, but there are too many 
other unknowns and, quite frankly, I don't trust the   items listed in the 
financial statement actually contain what they say they do, i.e. donations 
originally listed under services rendered, and full membership revenue is not 
listed anywhere in these documents or elsewhere that we know of. 
As for calculating 2011, same problems as above, plus we don't even have 
magazine revenue. 
Sale of Other Goods 

1. Compare purchaser names to those in membership database; or 
2. Members obtain discounts on many items in the AVN shop - compare 

member discounted sales to the rest. This may even be possible to 
obtain from the e-commerce software that runs the AVN shop. 



 
 Summary 
Given Dorey has access to data we don't, we see no reason why Dorey could 
not have provided NSW Fair Trading with a damn close picture. 
Her tautological explanation that some members are also subscribers and 
some subscribers are also members, is false. That situation only applied for a 
period of weeks at the very beginning of 2010.  
Dorey has seriously misled NSW Fair Trading. 
 
5. Display of Association Name 
Refer GIPA pages 75 and 76. 
Real Australian Sceptics website. 
The above website is NOT located on the AVN website, as Dorey infers. The 
AVN website merely provides a link to it, as it does for a number of non-AVN 
related websites. 
It is entirely reasonable to assume that some people will land on the Real 
Australian Sceptics website without any knowledge of the AVN, and still not 
be aware that it's run by the AVN after browsing it. 
We do not understand why NSW Fair Trading accepted this explanation. 
Living Wisdom magazine 
Refer GIPA page 75. 
NSW Fair Trading advise AVN that Living Wisdom issue 9, March 2012, failed 
to set out the full name of the Association, despite correspondence sent to 
Dorey on 24 January 2012 setting out the requirements. 
Living Wisdom issue #10, published June 2012, also failed to set out the full 
name. 
"Living Wisdom is published by the AVN, a Charitable Association (CFN 
11694 ASN Y20 79127)" 
In addition, Living Wisdom issue #8, published August 201l, falsely claims to 
hold a charitable fundraising authority: 
"Living Wisdom is published by the AVN, a Charitable Association (CFN 
11694 ASN Y20 79127)" 
 
 
6. Claims that the AVN was not accepting advertising 
Refer GIPA  pages 35 and 80 p35. 
On 16 April 2012, Dorey advises NSW Fair Trading that the AVN has not 
accepted advertising in its bimonthly magazine "Living Wisdom" for over 2 
years due to targeting of their advertisers. 
She repeats this claim in correspondence to them on 4 June 2012. 
Meryl Dorey - 17 Jan 2012, 31 Jan 2012, 4 Mar 2012 & 8 Apr 2012 
In AVN newsletters dated as per above, Meryl Dorey asks for advertisers: 

Several people have been insisting that they want to advertise and, 
seeing as they know in advance what will happen, they are happy to 
support the AVN and informed choice in Australia.  
If you are one of those brave souls, I have just put together a range of 
very, very economical advertising packages that I hope will be super-
appealing to you!  
The prices below are for individual ads (either one issue for the 
magazine or one month for the e-newsletter and website). There are 



10% discounts off of these prices for booking 2-4 issues/months and 
15% discounts for 5-6 issue/months. I hope you will agree that this is a 
great value. Especially since our market is so targeted and our website 
gets so many hits and this e-newsletter goes out to over 8,000 people.  
Living Wisdom Magazine  
Living Wisdom 1/4 page ad-(both print and digital) - $300 
Living Wisdom 1/2 page ad-(both print and digital) - $500  
Living Wisdom full page ad-(both print and digital) - $800 
AVN Home page (www.avn.org.au)  
Left or Right Hand Column (150w X 250h) - $150 
Bottom Banner (800w X 100h) - $275.00 
AVN Monthly e-newsletter  
(always issued at least once a month - possibly more - price covers all 
issues in one calendar month) 
Left Hand Column (150w X 250h) - $100  
Banner between articles (800w X 100h) - $225  

 
Dorey lied to NSW Fair Trading on 16 April 2012 and 4 June 2012. Not only 
was she accepting advertising, she was actively seeking it only 8 days before 
her 16 April advice to NSW Fair Trading. 
Full-page ad seeking Advertisers - June 2012 
The June 2012 issue of Living Wisdom contained a full-page spread about 
advertising with the AVN, headlined "Do You Want To Advertise?" 
Dorey lied to NSW Fair Trading on 4 June 2012 when she advised that she is 
not accepting advertising. 
Dorey is misleading NSW Fair Trading in regard to harassment of herself and 
advertisers. 
Meryl Dorey - 31 Jan 2011 
In AVN newsletter dated 31 Jan 2011, Dorey asks: 

5- Advertising - Do you have a business or natural health practice? If 
so, we would love you to consider supporting the AVN by purchasing 
one of our fantastic advertising packages. Starting as low as $500 and 
including a huge range of excellent options to promote your business, 
product or practice, and some lovely gifts for you and your clients as 
well. Please click here to read more. 

Meryl Dorey - 29 Nov 2010 and 8 Dec 2010 
In AVN newsletters dated as per above, Dorey asks: 

5- Advertising - Do you have a business or natural health practice? If 
so, we would love you to consider supporting the AVN by purchasing 
one of our fantastic advertising packages. Starting as low as $500 and 
including a huge range of excellent options to promote your business, 
product or practice, and some lovely gifts for you and your clients as 
well. Please click here to read more. 

 
Living Wisdom - advertisements 
Living Wisdom was sold on an annual subscription basis as a bimonthly 
publication.  
The AVN only provided 2 issues in 2010, only 1 issue in 2011, and 2 issues in 
2012. 
2010 



Living Wisdom issue #6 contains 40 advertisements, plus listings for 194 
health businesses. 
Living Wisdom issue #7 contains 13 advertisements, plus listings for 177 
health businesses. 
2011 
Living Wisdom issue #8 contains 12 advertisements, plus listings for 184 
health businesses. 
2012 
Living Wisdom issue #9 contains 1 advertisement, plus listings for 181 health 
businesses. 
Living Wisdom issue #10 contains 4 advertisements, plus listings for 188 
health businesses. 
 
The AVN received significant negative publicity in mainstream press during 
this period. ABC Lateline in July 2010 reported on Meryl Dorey and AVN 
supporters harassing the parents of a dead baby. Also, the NSW HCCC 
issued a public health warning against the AVN. 
It is far more likely that the AVN found itself no longer able to attract 
advertisers, given that a business would be wary of having their brand 
tarnished after the HCCC decision and Lateline report. It is no surprise to see 
that she could only attract a single advertiser in the first edition of 2012, after 
only going to print once in 2011, and failing to supply four issues in 2010. 
Dorey is misleading NSW Fair Trading in regard to harassment of herself and 
advertisers. 
Dorey lied to NSW Fair Trading when she advised that she hadn't accepted 
advertising for over 2 years. 
AVN Online Shop 
The AVN online shop has continuously listed advertising packages for sale for 
all AVN publications. 





























































































































































































































































































































































































Names redacted in this non-media release version.




